-Press Note from Swaraj Abhiyan 
Latest Survey shows acute drinking water shortage, cattle deaths and state inaction in Bundelkhand
· 40% villages in Bundelkhand region of Madhya Pradesh are left with 2 or less functioning hand-pumps.
· 3/4th villages in Bundelkhand regions of both UP and MP report complete state inaction on drinking water in the last three months.
· 41% villages in the Bundelkhand region of UP report more than 10 starvation related cattle deaths in the last 1 month.
· 59% villages report more than 10 families that don’t manage 2 square meals a day in Bundelkhand of UP.
· 5% MP villages of Bundelkhand region have ongoing MNREGS work while only 6% of UP Bundelkhand villages have received any crop loss compensation.
A latest survey of the drought stricken Bundelkhand region lying across Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh shows a crisis bordering on famine. While rains are at least 6-8 weeks away, drinking water crisis has hit its peak and has crossed the danger mark in the MP part of the region. Those living on the margins of society face hunger like situation and are being pushed into destitution. For cattle the famine has arrived; there are widespread reports of abnormally high number of cattle deaths of late amidst growing crisis of cattle fodder and water. This is when people look to their governments. Unfortunately both the state governments appear to have let the drought stricken citizens down at this critical moment. Uttar Pradesh government has made some special announcements for this region. Madhya Pradesh has not bothered even with this formality. On ground, formal announcements have not had much effect. MNREGS is not being used adequately – almost not at all by MP government – as an instrument of drought relief. Crop loss compensation due 6 months ago is yet to reach the farmers, especially in UP. Inaction by both state governments on anticipating and correcting the drinking water crisis is most shocking.

These are findings of the latest round of survey conducted by Swaraj Abhiyan in drought affected Bundelkhand in 7 districts of Uttar Pradesh and 4 districts of Madhya Pradesh. Swaraj Abhiyan team had carried out the first round of drought impact assessment surveys in 109 villages of Uttar Pradesh in Nov-Dec 2015 and in 63 villages of Madhya Pradesh in Jan 2016. These villages were randomly selected from the census 2011 and are spread across all the talukas of the selected districts. The latest update is for 79 villages from UP and 43 villages from MP from among the previously surveyed villages. The data was obtained on phone from 6-8 May 2016 from knowledgeable persons living in these villages. 

The water crisis appears to have reached alarming proportions in the districts surveyed in Madhya Pradesh (Tikamgarh, Chhatarpur, Panna, Datia). As many as 40% of the villages reported that the number of functional hand-pumps that supplied potable water is down to 0, 1 or 2. This is 16 percentage points higher than the situation recorded 3 months ago. There are only 18% villages that appear to be in the safe zone of having more than 10 functional hand-pumps. The situation is better in Uttar Pradesh with 55% villages above this threshold. In UP too there are 14% villages with 2 or less functional hand pumps. Hand pumps are a critical indicator as these are the principal source of drinking water in 3/4th of the villages of the entire region. When asked about the steps taken by respective state governments in the last 3 months to improve the drinking water situation, residents of both states gave disappointing replies. 72% villages in UP and 74% in MP reported no action at all in the three critical months. 

Besides shortage of drinking water, drought also poses the threat of hunger and malnutrition. This challenge remains alive in the entire region, more in UP than in the MP side. As many as 59% villages from UP reported having more than 10 families who do not manage 2 square meals a day. The corresponding number in MP was 35%. There are reports of begging for food and eating poor quality food grain substitutes like “fikar”, a seed of wild grasses growing in the region. While the situation has not crossed danger levels on this front, it requires constant monitoring and watch till the next crop arrives in the month of Oct 2016.

For cattle however, famine appears to have arrived. Our previous surveys in the region had indicated a widespread practice by desperate farmers of letting their domestic animals off. As many as 78% villages in UP and 62% villages in MP had reported that this trend was much higher than experienced in the past. Last week 56% villages in UP and 44% villages in MP reported a severe shortage of cattle fodder and drinking water for cattle. Majority of villages reported abnormal number of cattle deaths. As many as 41% villages in UP and 21% in MP reported more than 10 starvation/poisoning related cattle deaths in the last 1 month. 

In the face of this looming calamity both the state governments are found wanting. While UP government appears more active in terms of its pronouncements and high profile visits of political leaders and civil servants, the impact on the ground is not very visible. The only exception is MNREGS where 29% of villages in these UP districts report ongoing employment work for job-card holders. The comparable figure for MP is an abysmal 5%. This report is confirmed by the statistics from MNREGS website that show a sharp contrast between the two states in the month of April 2016.

Madhya Pradesh government has not yet made any special announcements or arrangements for this region. The only area where MP scores over UP is crop loss compensation, where 30% villages report receipt of crop compensation for drought by most farmers. It is negligible in UP.

Swaraj Abhiyan will continue its focus on Marathwada and Bundelkhand and proposes to undertake Padyatras from Latur in Marathwada upto Mahoba in UP from 21st to 31st of May in collaboration with National Alliance of People’s Movements (NAPM), EktaParishad and JalBiradari. We will continue to track the drought situation in these areas.
Table1:  Severe shortage of functioning handpumps, especially in MP
	 
	% of villages in Bundelkhand region in …

	Number of well-functioning handpumps in the village
	Uttar Pradesh
	Madhya Pradesh

	None         
	1%
	7%

	1-2
	13%
	33%

	3-5
	13%
	19%

	6-10
	18%
	23%

	More than 10
	55%
	18%


Comparable figures for MP in January 2016 were: None+1 or 2 handpumps: 24%; More than 10 functioning handpumps: 30%
 
Table 2: Little effort by governments to improve drinking water situation
	 
	% of villages in Bundelkhand region in …

	Any work by government in the last 3 months to improve drinking water situation?
	Uttar Pradesh
	Madhya Pradesh

	None at all
	72%
	74%

	Hand-pump repair or new installation
	21%
	20%

	Tanker supply
	4%
	2%


Note: Does not add up to 100% as some other measures for improvement of drinking water such as new pipelines etc. not reported here.
 
Table 3: Its emergency situation for cattle, especially in UP
	 
	% of villages in Bundelkhand region in …

	Condition of domesticated and ‘Anna’ stray cattle
	Uttar Pradesh
	Madhya Pradesh

	Crisis of fodder and water
	56%
	44%

	Reports of abnormal number of cattle deaths recently
	71%
	53%

	Over 10 unnatural cattle deaths in the last month
	41%
	21%


 
Table 4: Marginal population at the verge of hunger
	 
	% of villages in Bundelkhand region in …

	Per cent of villages where more than 10 families
	Uttar Pradesh
	Madhya Pradesh

	Don’t get two square meals
	59%
	35%

	Have to beg for meals
	19%
	14%

	Are forced to eat  roti of grass or poor substitutes
	12%
	4%


 
Table 5: Government inaction
	 
	% of villages in Bundelkhand region in …

	Per cent of villages where
	Uttar Pradesh
	Madhya Pradesh

	MNREGS work in on currently
	29%
	5%

	Almost all farmers have got compensation for crop loss due to drought
	6%
	30%



